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2 bookworms
read your way to better English 

units 1 – 2 
Countries and nationalities
Jobs

When Tonya and her friends 
decide to sail around the 
world they want to see 
exciting things and visit 
exciting places. But one day, 
they meet an orca – a killer 
whale – one of the most 
dangerous animals in the 
sea. And life gets a little too 
exciting.

‘I can drive a truck,’ says 
Kim on her first day at 
work in the office. When 
Kim’s passenger Andy 
finds something strange 
under the truck things 
get dangerous – very 
dangerous.

sally is always running; and 
she has her phone with her 
all the time: at home, on the 
train, at work, at lunchtime, 
and at the shops. But then 
one afternoon suddenly she 
has a different phone ... and 
it changes her life.

It is the year 2030, and an 
email message arrives at 
new York Café: ‘I want to 
help people and make them 
happy!’ But not everybody 
is happy about the email, 
and soon the police and 
the president are very 
interested in the new York 
Café.

You are in a small plane, 
going across the Rocky 
mountains. suddenly, the 
engine starts to make 
strange noises … soon you 
are alone, in the snow, at 
the top of a mountain, and 
it is very, very cold. Can you 
find your way out of the 
mountain?

‘I’m not a thief. I’m an 
innocent man,’ shouts 
Brown. he is angry because 
he is in prison and the 
prison guards hate him. 
Then one day Brown has an 
idea. It is dangerous, very 
dangerous.

units 3 – 4
everyday objects
Places in town

‘There’s a new girl in town,’ 
says Joe, and soon steve is 
out looking for her. marietta 
is easy to find in a small 
town, but every time he 
sees her something goes 
wrong ... and his day goes 
from bad to worse.

star reporter 

starter Level – comic strip

John escott
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units 5 – 6
houses
extreme sports

units 7 – 8 
Routines
Famous young people

units 9 – 10
entertainment
Free time

units 11 – 12
A day in the life of …
Thrillers

Escape 

starter Level – comic strip

Phillip Burrows and mark 
Foster

New York café 

starter Level – Narrative

michael Dean

survive!

starter Level – Interactive

helen Brooke 

sally’s phone 

starter Level – Narrative 

Christine Lindop

orca 

starter Level – Narrative

Phillip Burrows and mark 
Foster 

Drive into Danger 

starter Level – Narrative

Rosemary Border

HumAN INTErEsT
 

THrILLEr AND  
ADVENTurE  

FANTAsY AND Horror
 

engage – Starter Level recommended reading
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2 bookworms
read your way to better English 

units 1 – 2 
Places around the world
Physical description

When he was a boy, he was 
poor and hungry. When he 
was a young man, he was 
still poor and hungry. he 
learnt how to steal horses, 
he learnt how to fight, he 
learnt how to live outside 
the law. Australia in the 
1870s was a hard, wild 
place. some say ned Kelly 
was a bad man. some say 
he was a good man but the 
law was bad. This is the 
true story of Australia’s 
most famous outlaw.

sarah harland is nineteen, 
and she is in prison. At the 
airport, they find heroin 
in her bag. If the court 
decides that it was her 
heroin, then she must die. 
she says she did not do it. 
But if she did not, who did? 
only two people can help 
sarah: her mother, and an 
old boyfriend who does not 
love her now. Can they work 
together? Can they find the 
real criminal before it is too 
late?

sara Crewe is a very rich 
little girl. she first comes to 
england when she is seven, 
and her father takes her 
to miss minchin’s school 
in London. Then he goes 
back to his work in India. 
sara is very sad at first, but 
she soon makes friends at 
school. But on her eleventh 
birthday, something terrible 
happens, and now sara has 
no family, no home, and not 
a penny in the world …

Antarctica is the coldest 
place on earth, and it is a 
long, hard journey over the 
ice to the south Pole. some 
travellers never returned 
to their homes again. This 
is the story of scott and 
Amundsen, and of one 
of the most famous and 
dangerous races in history.

It is the year 2522, and 
the planet earth is dying. 
The Artificial ozone Layer 
is breaking up fast. now 
the sun is burning down 
on earth with a white fire. 
There is no water. Trees 
die, plants die, animals 
die, people die …  In a 
colony under the moon, 
people wait for news from 
earth. And in a spaceship 
high above earth, a young 
man watches numbers on 
a computer screen. The 
numbers tell a story, and 
the young man is afraid. 

Take a thorough look at 
england, a country full of 
interesting places to visit 
and things to do. There are 
big noisy cities with shops 
and theatres and quiet 
little villages. You can have 
an english afternoon tea, 
walk along white beaches, 
or visit a country house. 
england has something for 
everybody – what has it got 
for you?

units 3 – 4
Routines
more places around the world

he is not beautiful. his 
mother does not want him, 
children run away from 
him. People laugh at him, 
and call him ‘The elephant 
man’. Then someone 
speaks to him and listens 
to him! At the age of 27, 
Joseph merrick finds a 
friend for the first time in 
his life. 

This is a true and tragic 
story. It is also a famous 
film.

The Elephant man 
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Tim Vicary
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units 5 – 6
Fame
outer space

units 7 – 8 
shopping
Famous people

units 9 – 10
mysteries and legends

units 11 – 12
Teenage problems
Adventures

England 

stage 1

John escott

The coldest place on 
Earth 
stage 1

Tim Vicary

under the moon 

stage 1

Rowena Akinyemi

A Little princess 

stage 1

Frances hodgson Burnett
Retold by Jennifer Bassett

Ned kelly: A True story

stage 1

Christine Lindop

white Death 

stage 1

Tim Vicary
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2 bookworms
read your way to better English 

units 1 – 2 
our world
Unusual jobs

To some people the 
rainforests mean beautiful 
places that you can visit; to 
others they mean trees that 
they can cut down and sell. 
Between 1950 and 2000 half 
of the world’s rainforests 
disappeared. While you 
read these words, people 
are cutting down rainforest 
trees. What are these 
wonderful places that we 
call rainforests and is it too 
late to save them?

matty is fifteen and is 
leaving school in a few 
weeks’ time. he wants to 
work with animals, and 
would like to get a job on 
a farm. But his parents 
say he’s too young to leave 
home: he must stay in the 
town and get a job in ship-
building, like his father. 
And they say he can’t keep 
his dog, nelson, because 
nelson barks all day and 
eats his father’s shoes. But 
it is because of nelson that 
matty finds a new life …

As they walk through a 
park in the distant future, 
harl and ellen talk about 
their work and their lives. 
But they will never have a 
life together because their 
work as scientists is more 
important to them than 
their love. harl plans to 
leave earth, on a long and 
dangerous journey through 
space. ellen plans to stay on 
earth, to change the way the 
human mind works. When 
harl returns to earth, the 
world will be a very different 
place.

It is night in the south seas 
near Tahiti, and the ship 
hms Bounty has begun 
the long voyage home to 
england. But the sailors 
on the ship are angry men, 
and they have swords and 
guns. They pull the captain 
out of bed and hold a knife 
to his neck. The mutiny on 
the Bounty happened in 
April, 1789. This is the true 
story of Captain Bligh and 
Fletcher Christian, and the 
ship that never came home 
to england.

Witches are dangerous. 
They can kill you with a 
look, or a word. They can 
make a clay picture of 
you, then break it, and a 
few weeks later you are 
dead. Today, of course, 
most people don’t believe 
in witches. But in 1612 
everybody was afraid of 
them. Young Jennet Device 
in Lancashire knew a lot 
about them because she 
lived with the Witches of 
Pendle. They were her 
family…

It is 1880, in the opera 
house in Paris. everybody is 
talking about the Phantom 
of the opera, the ghost that 
lives somewhere under the 
opera house. The Phantom 
is a man in black clothes. 
he is a body without a 
head, he is a head without 
a body. he has a yellow 
face, he has no nose, he 
has black holes for eyes. 
everybody is afraid of the 
Phantom – the singers, the 
dancers, the directors, the 
stage workers. But who has 
actually seen him?

units 3 – 4
Physical appearance
Climate

units 5 – 6
music
Youth travel

Tom Walsh had a lot to 
learn about life. he liked 
travelling, and he was in 
no hurry. he liked meeting 
people, anyone and 
everyone. he liked the two 
American girls on the train. 
They were nice and very 
friendly. Tom thought they 
were fun. Tom certainly 
had a lot to learn about life. 
This is a collection of short 
stories about adventures on 
trains. strange, wonderful, 
and frightening things can 
happen on trains and all of 
them happen here.

one-way Ticket – short 
stories

stage 1

Jennifer Bassett
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units 7 – 8 
Crimes

units 9 – 10
Adventures
The future

units 11 – 12
Plans and jobs
Life experiences

The phantom of the 
opera
stage 1

Jennifer Bassett

mutiny on the bounty 

stage 1

Tim Vicary

The witches of pendle 

stage 1

Rowena Akinyemi

return to Earth 

stage 2 

John Christopher
Retold by susan Binder

rainforests

stage 2

Rowena Akinyemi

matty Doolin 
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Catherine Cookson
Retold by Diane mowat
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FANTAsY AND Horror
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isbN 978 0 19 478859 5

Cd 978 0 19 478859 5

Cd Pack 978 0 19 478892 2

isbN 978 0 19 478911 0

Cd 978 0 19 478846 5

Cd Pack 978 0 19 478879 3

isbN 978 0 19 479069 7

Cd 978 0 19 478992 9

Cd Pack 978 0 19 479031 4

TruE sTorIEs
 

FANTAsY AND Horror FAcTFILEs

f

FACTFILES HumAN INTErEsT

st
ag

e 
1 

sy
lla

bu
s 

a1
–a

2 
av

er
ag

e 
w

or
d 

co
un

t 5
,2

00
 

40
0 

H
ea

dw
or

ds
 

G
ra

m
m

ar
: p

as
t s

im
pl

e,
 c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

w
ith

 a
nd

/b
ut

/o
r,

 
su

bo
rd

in
at

io
n 

w
ith

 b
ef

or
e,

 a
fte

r, 
w

he
n,

 b
ec

au
se

, s
o 

…
st

ag
e 

2 
sy

lla
bu

s 
a2

–b
1 

av
er

ag
e 

w
or

d 
co

un
t 6

,5
00

 
70

0 
H

ea
dw

or
ds

 
G

ra
m

m
ar

: p
re

se
nt

 p
er

fe
ct

, w
ill

 (f
ut

ur
e)

, (
do

n’
t) 

ha
ve

 to
/m

us
t 

no
t/c

ou
ld

, c
om

pa
ris

on
 o

f a
dj

ec
tiv

es
, s

im
pl

e 
‘if

’ c
la

us
es

, p
as

t c
on

tin
uo

us
, t

ag
 q

ue
st

io
ns

, a
sk

/t
el

l +
 in

fin
iti

ve
 …

oR

BOOKWORMS-Engage.indd   3 12/2/08   17:26:48


