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	Time flies by all the time, but in some places it seems never change. While most of the modern career women who fight for getting raise or promotion, the women in Afghanistan aren’t allowed to work or even to step away from their house. After reading A Thousand Splendid Suns, we can have a vivid image from author’s subtle insight and description. If we take a closer look on the main character, Mariam, we’ll not only understand her situation but also give all our sympathy. 
    No one was born to bear the difficulties. For Mariam, on the day she was born as a harami which refers to illegitimate child, she is destined to suffer and endure all her life. In a conservative village, the harami was dishonorable and no one wanted to get involved with. She wasn’t probably that clever, but she noticed her plight and learned how to accompany with it. She accepted the attitude from others and carried on her life. 
    Losing the parent was tormenting grief. After her mother’s death, she was forced to marry a widower. This young girl wasn’t ready to be a man’s wife, however she had no choice. She had to adjust to her violent husband and no longer after, the other wife. Love took an important part in women’s life. She already lost the chance to fall in love; furthermore she threw herself into a painful relationship. She also played a petty role in the terrible marriage. Incredibly she dealt all of the unpleasant things with her patience and kindness. She even made friends with the other wife, Laila, and helped her children from the abuse of the husband. It was amazing that she changed the bitter experience into the positive feedback.
    Unfortunately, at the end she got death penalty by killing her husband to protect Laila and her children from his violence. An industrious woman did all her efforts to rescue Laila and children. Taking people’s lives was a crime, but her courage was highly admired.   
    When I first read this novel, I was both shocked and impressed. As a female, I’m surprised how tough women can be. I think women are like water. In Chinese concept, water is powerful. Water can suit any kind of shapes and also erode hard rocks. Water isn’t as weak as we see from the surface. The sprightly vitality and mental toughness of Mariam are two marvelous personalities of the women. As a modern girl, the antiquated tradition that oppressed Mariam astonished me. 
    Literature is often manifested in the form of art. And art itself reflects upon our life. Therefore literature is the very essence of the life. This book drives us to another angle to look at the world. Women aren’t the symbol of the weak ones. We can take Mariam as an example and learn her attitude toward the life. Although we can’t expect life is unexceptionable, at least we can make the difference.
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