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	閱讀書目：George's Marvelous Medicine

	  Roald Dahl, author of George’s Marvelous Medicine, is one of the contemporary best-selling children's authors who published classic books including Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, George’s Marvelous Medicine, James and the Giant Peach and Matilda. In George’s Marvelous Medicine, the tremendous storyteller, Roald Dahl, transferred an ordinary life experience such as treating a grouchy Grandma medicine into a magical adventure that is reminiscent of children’s innocence. With a concise story structure and a diverse descriptive diction, English learners of intermediate proficiency might find this book beneficial to English language acquisition.
  Generally, the novel consists of four parts according to the story structure and the main plot. The story begins with George being left alone at home with his grumpy, demanding Grandmother who knew nothing but yelling at him. Fed up with the nasty old lady, George determined to replace Grandma’s regular medicine with his self-made remedy, hoping either to cure her or to teach her a lesson. Then, the story continues with the several mysterious things that happened to Grandma after taking George’s marvelous medicine. In the following part, in order to observe the magical power of the medicine, George and his father dosed their animals in the farm with the medicine. Eventually, the story ends up with a series of experiments on the magic medicine and the outcome of George’s repulsive Grandma.
  In George’s Marvelous Medicine, three factors contribute to the vigor of the story－vivid description of characters, contrast between innocent children and filthy adults, and an extraordinary plot originated from ordinary life. As the antagonist of the story, the image of Grandma was vividly created through at least fifteen expressions such as “that horrid witchy woman”, “a person always complaining, grousing, grouching, grumbling, and griping about something or other”and“a grizzly old grunion of a grandma”. In addition, the author skillfully presented the contrast between children’s purity and adult’s temper and greed throughout the book, including but are not limited to Grandma’s wicked behavior in her verbal abuse of George, and George and his father’s reaction after discovering the effect of the magic medicine on animals. Most importantly, the creativity to develop a tremendous plot by starting with a simple spoonful of medicine raises readers’ imagination. Moreover, the ability to relate each bizarre ingredient of the powerful medicine to a particular cure for Grandma surprises readers with a successive taste of humor. All in all, these lively descriptions, distinctions and plot flavored and enriched the splendor of the story.
  As a children’s novel, this book is well-acknowledged and suitable for people of all ages. As a child, reading George’s Marvelous Medicine not only frees our mind to fantasize various possibilities of magic to happen in our lives, but it unconsciously promotes the value of desirable personalities. Likewise, as an adult, this book recollects the memory of our naughty childhood and imaginative spirit. To all readers, George’s Marvelous Medicine reveals educational functions and the fantasy of our daily life.
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