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	   "Only two kind of daughters. Those who are obedient and those who follow their own mind! Only one kind of daughter can live in this house. Obedient daughter!" (Chapter 8) Asian families expect their children to be obedient. It’s an important part in the Chinese culture, as we could see in many parts of the novel, each of the four main characters and their mothers all obeyed what was already planned for them. Yet it’s not necessary that they would all follow the destinies which were planned by others. Like Waverly’s mother Lindo, she was forced by her parents to marry some one she hated however she used her cleverness to escape from her fate. As for June, she struggles between her Chinese heritage and her American identity. She was an obedient child to her mother, does everything her mother wishes, but she discovers in the end that those aren’t the things she really wanted to do. 
   "Why do you have to use me to show off? If you want to show off, then why don't you learn to play chess?" (Chapter 5) Hiding beneath these lines are expectations and continuous competitions which most Asian kids hated. Despite the fact we dislike them still it’s something we all have to endure and face while growing up in Asian families. In the novel, Lindo brags about Waverly’s chess skills and Suyuan would say how good June was at playing the piano. The competition between them doesn’t seem to matter when their daughters are following their planes. But when Waverly and June were fed up with their mothers always telling them to practice they begin to rebel against their wishes. "I was determined to put a stop to her foolish pride." (Chapter 8) Amy Tan seem to have a great skill in describing these things in her novel. She doesn’t have to use a whole lot of words to express the pressure or the hopes which the mothers have on their daughters; however, we could feel the weight of pressure by reading through her texts. 
   The mothers and daughters’ link could be traced back generations influencing one another not only in personalities but also in interacting with others. They want the best for their daughters; want them to be Chinese and American. But they worry their daughters would reject their ambitions and hopes for them, not caring about Chinese traditions. Seeing the relationship between Suyuan and June made the Joy Luck mothers fear even more. The novel reflects what we’re facing today, a cultural conflict between the west and the east, and the relationships between different generations. Even though the conflicts do exist, and thoughts might differ still they wanted the best for each other. The mothers want them to know their own value and understand that part of her is American, but part of her is Chinese too, and that part of her comes from her mother's history. Like them, we must learn to accept the past to fully know ourselves.
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