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	  “I could do what I wanted, when l wanted. It was a fine life.”— Huckleberry Finn (p.1)
  Huckleberry Finn is written by Mark Twain. This story is very significant. The major character, Huck, a thirteen-year-old boy, likes neither living in a house nor wearing clean clothes, not to speak of going to school every day. Owing to feeling uncomfortable with civilization, Huck runs away! When he meets a runaway slave, Jim, they travel down the Mississippi River on a raft together. They encounter many dangers and troubles; nevertheless Huck feels free, happy and comfortable. He thinks nothing will be better than life on the river. 
  In my opinion, the story not only includes civilization but also slavery and freedom. The first is the idea of civilization. Huck Finn is a boy from the lowest class of white society. None of Huck’s family members could read before they died. Hence, Widow Douglas wants to “progress” Huck. Thanks to her efforts of building him a good family, Huck considers he is distant from mainstream society. That makes him skeptical of the world. I thought the family education could exert a profound influence to everyone’s view and life. In the book, Mark Twain indicates the society’s hypocrisy through kids’ view. Actually, children’s view is always better than adult; because grown-up often just consider of his or her own side.
  Next, the story implies the idea of slavery and racism. As the saying goes, “A cat may look at a king.” In the novel, Huckleberry Finn, Jim is a black man and he is under the control of white society. As Miss Watson wanted to sell him, so he ran away. Mark Twain wrote the story after slavery was abolished, but even at that time, things hadn’t certainly gotten much better for black people in the South. As far as I am concerned, everyone is equal. No one should be sold, and no one can be enslaved. As the Universal Declaration of Human Rights said, “No one shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.”
  The last, in the story, I thought the Mississippi River is a symbol of freedom. On the river, no one would be enslaved; everything was accepted. No questions of racial prejudice and racial discrimination! Furthermore, no one would be claimed for going to school every day and wearing neatly and tidily. Freedom is the source from which all meaning and values spring. Freedom is exceedingly important to everyone.
  In conclusion, the book is a masterpiece. I liked Mark Twain’s vivid writing style which was very simulative and interesting. We could take pleasure and have an exciting adventure with the storyline.
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