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	Speaking of Afghanistan, I only think of civil wars, the Taliban, Islam, and veiled women. It was Khaled Housseini that showed me a real world of Afghanistan and made me feel as if I had been by Mariam’s side and witnessed her miserable life. Mariam has been unhappy since she was a little girl because her mother kept reminding her that she would have a poor fate of suffering and enduring like hers. Mariam proved what her mother had said. She led a harsh life after her father forced her to marry Rasheed, a shoemaker who was twenty years older than her. What a different fate from mine! I can’t even imagine a girl marries a man who is so much older than her at such a tender age. Mariam was only fifteen to marry! I was studying in senior high at this age! However, this is often the case with most of the women of Afghanistan. Most women of Afghanistan can’t go to school and have to marry men whom their fathers select. I feel lucky that I was not born in Afghanistan. I can get education and choose a life I want. I can even choose to be single or get married. Not like Mariam, she had no choice but to marry a man she didn’t know and later got both physical and verbal abuse from him. 
In contrast to Mariam, Laila, the other victim of Rasheed, showed up with hope and desire for true love. Unlike Mariam, Laila was born into a well-educated family and fell in love with Tariq. However, the war in Kabul related these two women together. How Mariam, Laila, and Rasheed got along with one another is the factor I keep turning the pages. At first, Mariam treated Laila indifferently because she regarded her as an intruder of her marriage. To my surprise, Mariam and Laila developed a beautiful friendship after realizing they were both under miserable circumstances where they got violence and abuse from Rasheed. It is because of the companion of Laila that Mariam holds hope for her life. So does Laila. I am deeply moved by the strong bonds formed by these two women. They gained love and support in each other to live in pain. Women’s resilience and the ability to love despite the oppression fully reveal in ‘A Thousand Splendid Suns’.  
Another theme of the story is about Afghan’s affection for Afghanistan. Despite the escalation of war and strict religious principles that oppress Afghans’ thought, many of the characters show their feeling of connection to Afghanistan. Here’s what Laila’s mother said: ‘The only solace I find is in knowing that I walk the same ground that soaked up their blood.’ It is because of her great love for Afghanistan that impresses me. It’s definite that most people love their hometown. However, few of us living in a stable country can bear living in a place where our beloved family got killed even if it’s our homeland. I think it’s on account of Afghanistan, a war-stricken place, that makes Afghans more enduring and makes them believe the oppression will subside. I can hardly imagine the pain of losing anyone whom I know and live in a country where violence takes place every day. I sympathize with those Afghans and respect them as well. They are the greatest ordinary people. 
 You have known how these characters struggle to live and if you want to know more about their methods of shaping their destinies, you’ll have to read the book!
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