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	This American novel, “The Age of Innocence” written by Edith Wharton, leads the readers pass through the limit of time to the society of 1870’s upper class in New York by telling a story during that time. In the beginning of this book, Newland Archer, a successful lawyer from a prosperous family, is very content to his engagement with May Welland, who is nice, sweet, and well-matched to what the society expects a woman to be. Then he meets Ellen, May’s cousin, and falls in love with her. Ellen is totally the opposite from May. She is intelligent, fun but not so accepted by the society because of her aiming to divorce. As she appears, Newland’s world is tossed around. He begins to think May too naïve. Moreover, Questions about the society and equality between genders arise in his mind.
    Do we have the courage to ignore the social frame set on us? I think this is one of the topics discussed in this book and it’s a question requiring a deep thought. Through the whole story, Newland has been struggling between two women. One represents what he is convinced to be his dream life while the other brings about doubts in his mind that if this dream life is what he wants. The present circumstance of Newland is the engagement with a girl who is the model of woman during that time as gentle and soft but not much educated in literature, art and cares more about social life. On the other hand, Ellen shows a stronger and more independent personality. As she tries to divorce but not succeed because of the pressure of the public opinions, Newland begins to reconsider a problem, which no one may consider as a problem in the society, that women are not ensured the same right as men are and no woman seems to find that a problem. As Newland says “Women ought to be free-as free as we are,” (page 36) he seems to proclaims his attitude to himself rather than others but later he draws back. He chooses May and their children.

    I find this story quite depressing and heartbreaking. It is always very easy to say the word courage but hard to find it when it seems there are not many people standing by us. It takes great resolution and sometimes it takes tens of years to combine the belief of people from different times to really build something or delete some thoughts that suggest discrimination or unfairness but have existed in people’s mind for so long. Life is rather complicated especially when it comes to responsibility and expectation. We see Newland struggles and gives up his lover. Maybe this shows his weakness or maybe it’s his best choice considering everyone around him. However, I believe it can be hard to hold a belief that may not be accepted during our time but it is definitely worthwhile for us to pursue even though we may fail.
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